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University of Toronto Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.The aim of the author, who has long  been interested in the history of ideas, has been to g ive some illustrations of the ways in which at
various periods Eng lish poetry has reflected current views of the human mind, with special reference to such topics as its place in the cosmos,
its relations with the body, the connections between sense, passions, and reason, the problem of soul and its possible survival aCer death.
The subject matter is important, for many of the more self-conscious writers have been profoundly aEected by their assumptions about the
senses and passions, the reason and the imag ination. The author traces four main historical phases in each of which diEerent aspects and
potentialities of the mind have been stressed. Chapter I discusses the microcosmic conception of man inherited from the Middle Ag es and
traces its influence in some alleg orical and didactic verse, lyric and epic. Chapter II considers the development of Shakespeare s attitude to the
mind and human character. Chapter III turns to some eEects (between Dryden and Wordsworth) of the seventeenth-century revolution in
philosophy and science, including  the search for clarity and order, the Aug ustan interest in reason and the passions, and the rise of the
association of psycholog y. Chapter IV shows how the Romantic poets made use of associations and intuitions, and discusses the Victorian
poets hopes and fears about immortality in relation to the advance of science. The last chapter traces the influence of the philosophy of the
moment from the aesthetes to T.S. Eliot, and disting uishes the eEects of some twentieth-century psycholog ies in modern poetry. Poets, of
course, have rarely been systematic philosophers or psycholog ists; they have usually picked out and...
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