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Princeton University Press, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Revised edition. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. American
g overnance is burdened by a paradox. On the one hand, Americans don t want big  g overnment meddling  in their lives; on the other hand,
they have repeatedly enlisted g overnmental help to impose their views reg arding  marriag e, abortion, relig ion, and schooling  on their
neig hbors. These contradictory stances on the role of public power have paralyzed policymaking  and g enerated rancorous disputes about
g overnment s leg itimate scope. How did we reach this political impasse? Historian Gary Gerstle, looking  at two hundred years of U.S. history,
arg ues that the roots of the current crisis lie in two contrasting  theories of power that the Framers inscribed in the Constitution. One theory
shaped the federal g overnment, setting  limits on its power in order to protect personal liberty. Another theory molded the states, authorizing
them to g o to extraordinary leng ths, even to the point of violating  individual rig hts, to advance the g ood and welfare of the commonwealth.
The Framers believed these theories could coexist comfortably, but conflict between the two has larg ely defined American history. Gerstle
shows how national political leaders improvised brilliantly to stretch the power of the federal g overnment beyond where it was meant to g o--
but at the cost of g iving  private interests and state g overnments too much sway over public policy. The states could be innovative, too. More
impressive was their staying  power. Only in the 1960s did the federal g overnment, impelled by the Cold War and civil rig hts movement,
definitively assert its primacy. But as the power of the central state expanded, its constitutional authority did not keep pace. Conservatives
rebelled, making  the battle over g overnment s proper dominion the defining  issue of our time. From the Revolution to the Tea Party, and the
Bill...
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HarperCollins. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 0066212642 Never Read-12+ year old Hardcover book with dust jacket-may
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