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contemporary writings and opinions in relation to the Middle Ages, is, that they run very much into extremes, alternately describing that
mysterious period as one of unbroken darkness or unclouded light, perceptibly higher orimmeasurably lower, as to some particulars at least
of intellectual and moral condition, than the times immediately before and after. The primary cause of this extravagance is no doubt to be
soughtin the excitement of controversy between Protestants and Papists, both in the age of the Reformation, and at every later period, when
that warfare has been renewed or carried on with more than wonted vigour; so that neither party has been able or willing for the time to admit
any truth whatever in the statements of the other, lest the yielding of an outpost should involve the capture or surrender of the citadel. The
lapse of time, instead of weakening the tendency to these extremes, has served to strengthen them, by changing temporary movements into
habits, and by causing violent reaction to intensify the impulses themselves. The extreme of partiality or favor to the medieval church for it is
only in this ecclesiastical aspect that we now present the subjectmay be more particularly represented as arising partly from a self-defensive
movement on the part of Rome and her admirers, but also from causes of more recent origin, connected with extensive changes in prevailing
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