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T HE MIRAGE OF A SPAC E BET WEEN NAT URE AND NURT URE (PAPERBAC K)     

Duke University Press, United States, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In this powerful critique, the
esteemed historian and philosopher of science Evelyn Fox Keller addresses the nature-nurture debates, including  the persistent disputes
reg arding  the roles played by g enes and the environment in determining  individual traits and behavior. Keller is interested in both how an
oppositional versus came to be inserted between nature and nurture, and how the distinction on which that opposition depends, the idea that
nature and nurture are separable, came to be taken for g ranted. How, she asks, did the illusion of a space between nature and nurture become
entrenched in our thinking , and why is it so tenacious? Keller reveals that the assumption that the influences of nature and nurture can be
separated is neither timeless nor universal, but rather a notion that emerg ed in Ang lo-American culture in the late nineteenth century. She
shows that the seeming ly clear-cut nature-nurture debate is riddled with incoherence. It encompasses many disparate questions knitted
tog ether into an indissoluble tang le, and it is marked by a chronic ambig uity in lang uag e. There is little consensus about the meaning s of
terms such as nature, nurture, g ene, and environment. Keller sug g ests that contemporary g enetics can provide a more appropriate, precise,
and useful vocabulary, one that mig ht help put an end to the confusion surrounding  the nature-nurture controversy.
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