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Subject: Privacy, Right of Excerpt: . .. HHSs Collective Initiatives Are Intended to Address Aspects of Key Privacy Principles, but an Overall
Approach for Addressing Privacy Has Not Been Defined HHS has taken steps intended to address aspects of key privacy principles through its
contracts and with advice and recommendations from its two key health IT advisory committees. For example, the privacy and security
solutions contract is intended to address all the key privacy principles in HIPAA. Additionally, the uses and disclosures principle is to be further
addressed through the advisory committees recommendations and guidance. The security principle is to be addressed through the definition
of functional requirements for a nationwide health information network, the definition of security criteria for certifying electronic health record
products, the identification of information exchange standards, and recommendations from the advisory committees regarding, among
other things, methods to establish and confirm a persons identity. The committees have also made recommendations for addressing
authorization for uses and disclosure of health information and intend to develop guidelines for determining appropriate secondary uses of
data. HHS has made some progress toward protecting personal health information through its various privacy-related initiatives. For example,
during the past 2 years, HHS has defined initial criteria and procedures for certifying electronic health records, resulting in the certification of
over 80 IT vendor products. In January 2007, HHS contractors presented 4 initial prototypes of a Nationwide Health Information Network ( NHIN ).
However, the other contracts have not yet produced final results. For example, the privacy and security solutions contractor has not yet
reported its nationwide assessment of state and organizational policy variations. Additionally, HHS has not accepted or agreed to implement
the. . ...
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