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Principles-based biomedical ethics has been a dominant paradigm for the teaching and practice of biomedical ethics for over three decades.
Attractive in its conceptual and linguistic simplicity, it has also been criticized for its lack of moral content and justification and its lack of
attention to relationships. This book identifies the modernist and postmodemist worldviews and philosophical roots of principlism that
ground the moral minimalism of its common morality premise. Building on previous work by prominent Christian bioethicists, an alternative
covenantal ethical framework is presented in our contemporary context. Relationships constitute the core of medicine, and understanding the
ethical meaning of those relationships is important in providing competent and empathic care. While the notion of covenant is articulated
through the richness of meaning taught in the Christian Scriptures, covenantal commitment is also appreciated in Islamic, Jewish, and even
pagan traditions as well. In a world of increasing medical knowledge and consequent complexity of care, such commitment can help to resist
enticements toward the pursuit of self-interest. It can also improve relationships among caregivers, each of whose specific expertise must be
woven into a matrix of care that constitutes optimal medical practice for each vulnerable and needy patient.
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