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Forg otten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from Retrospect of Practical Medicine and Surg ery, Vol. 7 The acoustic examination of disease having  been so
profoundly as well as g enerally studied, it is not surprising  that the instruments used in it should have wanted modifications to make them
exhibit better the phenomena which increased experience and skill have discovered. To make these improvements some knowledg e of
acoustic science is necessary; and it mig ht seem to be the province more of the natural philosopher, than of the physician to sug g est them.
But it must be borne in mind, that a g ood understanding  of the ends in view, as well as of the instrument, is required. To sug g est what a
stethoscope oug ht to be, a knowledg e of acoustics is not more necessary than an acquaintance with disease, and experience in its
investig ation. A want of these latter qualifications, in my opinion, renders some recent sug g estions from the Professor of Natural Philosophy
at Edinburg h, of little value to practical men; and an imperfect acquaintance with the whole of the purposes and principles of the stethoscope
seems to me apparent in other late proposals for the improvement of the stethoscope. Twenty years attention to the principles and practice of
auscultation may perhaps warrant me in oDering  to the section a few remarks on the acoustic principles of means used in auscultation, and on
the best mode of applying  them with eDicacy and convenience. Lacnnee, the inventer of the stethoscope, had no accurate views of the
principles of its construction. He declared that the instruments which he found the best, were not made according  to the commonly received
laws of physics. Yet experience taug ht him that the solid cylinder does...
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