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Home, and dropped me at the feet of Soldiers, knowing  that they d kill me for being  my mother s child. It was punishment for letting  Others
steal ours. [You can t tell them that!] the demon scowls. Disoriented and alone, Lira s dream of returning  to her exiled mother s and murdered
father s place of birth has turned into a nig htmare. Today is her missing  daug hter s second birthday, and now all hope of finding  her is g one.
Her daug hter s father broug ht her here, to Home, and He intentionally set her on the wrong  side of the country. As punishment, as retaliation,
as a second abandonment. This reg ion of g rass and hills still screams from the g ender-driven civil war that ravag ed it two g enerations ag o,
and Lira barely opens her eyes before becoming  as hunted as her mother once was. Taken hostag e by a unicorn and close to death, she
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