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University of Notre Dame Press, United States, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. In Deep-Rooted Things
, Rob Doggett examines Yeats s shifting relationship with the warring discourses of British cultural imperialism and Irish nationalism during
Ireland s transition from colony to partially independent nation. By focusing on key historical events that Yeats witnessed and on the
nationalist movements he both embraced and resisted, Doggett identifies the core features of Yeats s aesthetic program through new
readings of central poems and plays in the Yeats canon. Doggett presents Yeatsian nationalism as a fluid category, a series of masks that
Yeats adopted, rejected, and re-created throughout his life. He casts Yeats s continual artistic reinvention - his privileging of contradiction over
resolution - as repeated attempts to provide in art some foundations for national unity. He reveals Yeats s deep and often conflicted response
to issues of identity, history, and nationhood - issues always central to discourses of colonization, colonial resistance, and postcolonialism.
Because Yeats s writings are so intimately linked with the development of Ireland as a nation, Deep-Rooted Things will place Yeats - both a
canonical British high modemist and an ambivalent Irish nationalist - at the center of debates concerning the relationship between modernist
studies and postcolonial theory. Deep-Rooted Things is organized around two historical periods - the first decade of the twentieth century,
when Yeats was involved in the creation and promotion of the Irish National Theatre Society; and the period from 1919 to 1928, when Yeats the
artist and senator struggled to reinvent himself as a cultural nationalist against the backdrop of the Anglo-Irish War, the Irish Civil War, and the
consolidation of the Irish Free State. Arich and rewarding reading of Yeats that places the poetry and plays in a...
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