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book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .have a very marked tinge of the Arab in their features and
forms. Negro slaves were imported from Zanzibar and Jeddah, being employed in the drawing and manufacture of coconut sugar. They
married Maldivan women, and their descendants now form the Ravare caste. Caucasian slaves too were introduced for the nobles of Male.
Many trace descent from Malay traders, but the latter exercised a greater influence on the race by introducing Burmese women. Their beauty
was greatly esteemed, and even now the Maldivans consider a Mongoloid cast of features very comely. Male has been occupied at times by
the Portuguese, French and Dutch. The first garrisoned it, and commenced its fortification, but made no permanent settlement, and during
the greater period of their sway contented themselves with receiving tribute at Goa. The Dutch succeeded in the middle of the seventeenth
century, their chieffactorin Ceylon concluding a treaty of friendship, alliance and mutual defence with the Sultan. At the commencement of the
nineteenth century the Maldives passed under the influence of the British, the same treaty being annually renewed with the governor of
Ceylon, accompanied by mutual presents. The Dutch at times had a garrison at Male, and made of it a great fort, similar to those of southern
India and Ceylon. Further they built a breakwater at the edge of the reef towards the lagoon of the atoll, as an outer line of defence. It also
formed a safe harbour, in which to repair...
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