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Createspace, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. J Mitchell (illustrator). Illustrated. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** An incident illustrative of a poltical canvass among soldiers was one of the occurrences that soon attracted my attention An election for
Confederate congressman for the District of Virginia, which now comprises a part of the State of West Virginia was under way; the candidates
were Charles W. Russell formerly of Wheeling and a Dr. Kidwell of, | believe, Clarksburg. The district was entirely in the Union lines and hence
the only voters were Confederate soldiers and refugees. Dr. Kidwell had headquarters at the Ballard House in a room opening immediately on
the ladies entrance on Franklin Street at the corner of Thirteenth and it was an occasion to make one cheerful to see the Doctor who was tall
and slender smilingly dispense good cheer from numerous decanters to the many refugees and a few soldiers who sought him. Mr. Russell
also boarded at the same hotel, but he evidently felt pretty secure, as he made no effort to entertain and his room was on the upper floor. This
canvass was in marked contrast with another that went on near the same time at the Powhatan. An election for the State Legislature was near
and the candidates from the legislative districts in what is now West Virginia met the same conditions, namely, their territory was exclusively in
the Union lines and the voters were refugees and soldiers. Several of the candidates boarded at the Powhatan and the meetings in the
Congressional candidates room that were more formal by reasons of the callers being from divers sections, now in the case of the Legislative
candidates became more sociable and nightly refugees and soldiers from the same local section assembled and intensely enjoyed...
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