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*****.The incident was of a dig nity which the supernatural has by no means always had, and which has been more than ever lacking  in it since
the manifestations of professional spiritualism beg an to vulg arize it. Hewson appreciated this as soon as he realized that he had been
confronted with an apparition. He had been very little ag itated at the moment, and it was not till later, when the conflict between sense and
reason concerning  the fact itself arose, that he was aware of any perturbation. Even then, amidst the tumult of his whirling  emotions he had a
sort of central calm, in which he noted the particulars of the occurrence with distinctness and precision. He had always supposed that if
anything  of the sort happened to him he would be g reatly frig htened, but he had not been at all frig htened, so far as he could make out. His
hair had not risen, or his cheek felt a chill; his heart had not lost or g ained a beat in its pulsation; and his prime conclusion was that if the
Mysteries had chosen him an ag ent in approaching  the material world they had not made a mistake.
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