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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***xx Although Australia was his adopted country and he is counted as an Australian writer, John ArthurBarry was of British birth and
upbringing, and of good family in the Old Country. Orphaned of both parents at an early age and with no other relations, by the time he was
fourteen he had made up his boyish mind that he must and would go to sea, and persuaded his guardian to expend his small patrimony on
outfit and apprenticeship to the Merchant Service. His earlier sea experiences are faithfully described in his novel A Son of the Sea which is
indeed a warning to parents and guardians against paying out money to send their boys to sea as so-called apprentices. But Arthur Barry
soon surmounted the disagreeables and difficulties of the first steps in a profession to which he was devoted by nature, learned all that he
could at sea, and, finishing his time with credit, he passed his examinations in due course as second and as first mate. But his voyages took
him to Australia (in the seventies) and the gold diggings proved too attractive, so that his sea life alternated with spells ashore, which finally
led to a permanent Bush life, first roving and then in settled employment on sheep-stations in New South Wales. During this time his natural
gift of expression, and power of describing what he had seen and experienced, showed itself first in letters to friends at home, and then in
contributions to local newspapers, followed by some successes in London periodicals. The Graphic and Chambers Journal first published his
short stories and papers on Bush life. In 1893 he came home for a holiday,...
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