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Sehr ausfhrliche kulturhistorische Analyse des Phnomens des Passing , Bsp. der literarischen
Verarbeitung  anhand eines Verg leichs der Roman The Autobiog raphy of an Ex-Coloured Man
(von James Weldon Johnson) und Passing  (von Nella Larsen) , abstract: Excerpt from the
Introduction: Before defining  the phenomenon of passing  in its social, cultural, and historical
backg rounds and orig ins, motives and appearances in former and present times of American
society, and, specifically, analysing  its representation in literature, it mig ht be fruitful to have a
look at the g enesis of the Afro American novel throug hout the last two centuries. (. . . ) The main
challeng e of the African American author can be illustrated as a kind of ridg e walk between, on
the one hand, assimilation as a means of improving  career prospects and social recog nition,
and, on the other hand, documenting  the historical and socio-cultural facts of the strug g les of
their social g roup such as the ambig uities of crossing  the color line in the form...
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