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*****The 109th Congress is addressing a broad range of civilian, military, and commercial space issues. The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) conducts the most visible space activities. For FY2005, NASA received a total of $16.2 billion (including $126 million in a
supplemental for hurricane relief). The FY2006 request is $16.46 billion. The future of the U.S. human space flight program is dominating debate
about NASA. NASA hopes to return the space shuttle to flight status in July 2005; the shuttle has been grounded since the February 2003
Columbia tragedy. Pursuant to the Vision for Space Exploration announced by President Bush in January 2004, the shuttle program then would
be terminated in 2010 after construction of the International Space Station (ISS) is completed. The Vision directs NASA to focus its activities on
returning humans to the Moon by 2020 and eventually sending them to Mars. The Vision has broad implications for the agency, especially since
most of the money to implement it is expected to come from other NASA activities. Consequently, NASA would need to shift funds away from
aeronautics, space science, and earth science programs. It plans to reduce its workforce by over 2,500 people by FY2007. Many of .
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