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The aCernoon sun was lowering  towards a heavy bank of clouds hang ing  still and sullen over the Medite-rranean. A mistral was blowing . The
last yellow rays shone fiercely upon the towering  coast of Corsica, and the windows of the villag e of Olmeta g littered like g old. There are two
Olmetas in Corsica, both in the north, both on the west coast, both perched hig h like an eag le s nest, both looking  down upon those lashed
waters of the Mediterranean, which are not the waters that poets sing  of, for they are as oCen white as they are blue; they are seldom g lassy
except in the heig ht of summer and sailors tell that they are as treacherous as any waters of the earth. Neither aneroid nor weather-wisdom
may, as a matter of fact, tell when a mistral will arise, how it will blow, how veer, how drop and rise, and drop ag ain. For it will blow one day
beneath a cloudless sky, lashing  the whole sea white like milk, and blow harder to-morrow under racing  clouds.
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