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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****. I lig hted upon g reat files and heaps of papers and writing s of all sorts. In searching  and turning  over whereof, whilst I
laboured till I sweat ag ain, covered all over with dust, to g ather fit matter tog ether . that noble Lord died, and my industry beg an to flag  and
wax cold in the business. Thus wrote William Camden with reference to his projected life of Lord Burg hley, which was never written; and the
words may be applied not inappropriately to the present book and its writer. Some years ag o I passed many laborious months in archives and
libraries at home and abroad, searching  and transcribing  contemporary papers for what I hoped to make a complete history of the long  reig n
of Philip IV., during  which the final seal of decline was stamped indelibly upon the proud Spanish empire handed down by the g reat Charles V.
to his descendants. I had dreamed of writing  a book which should not only be a social review of the period sig nalised by the triumph of French
over Spanish influence in the civilisation of Europe, but also a political history of the wane and final disappearance of the prodig ious national
imposture that had enabled Spain, aided by the rivalries between other nations, to dominate the world for a century by moral force
unsupported by any proportionate material power. The sources to be studied for such a history were enormous in bulk and widely scattered,
and I worked very hard at my self-set task. But at leng th I, too, beg an to wax faint-hearted; not, indeed, because my noble Lord had died ; for
no individual lord, noble or ig noble, has ever done, or I suppose...
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