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they were seen to represent three stag es in the development of the lang uag e and of the use of the part. Especially. The fact that in Plaut. The
parts. Con stitute only one - half of I per cent. Of the total vocabulary, while in Petron. The proportion has risen to 4 per cent. And in Apul. To 6
per cent., would of itself indicate that in the increase of freedom and copiousness of expression which the lang uag e underwent the part. Was
an important factor. In fact it may be doubted whether the rhetorical richness Of the later writers as contrasted with the plainer and more
restrained lang uag e Of their early predecessors is due to any one factor more than the developed freedom Of the part. To be sure, we cannot
overlook the fact that the lang uag e of comedy must be diIerent in g eneral composition from that of rhetorical prose, but the diIerence is not
so g reat as to account for the remarkable...
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