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***xx Christian Science will run its course, as other systems of thought, once much in evidence, have run theirs, and will not be materially
influenced by the discussions to which it has given rise. Yet to discuss the subjects of the day is an intellectual need. The process of winnowing
out truth from error must go on without interruption, the more so in this case, as Christian Science skims over many subjects of the very
highest importance, opening up to controversial minds fair vistas of debatable ground. But why associate New Thought with its traditional
foe? The answer must be sought in the treatise itself which makes plain that, whatever minor differences there may be between these two
organizations, their wider aims and common pursuits unite them in a clearly defined group, and blend together naturally in a common
discussion. Mind healing is not exactly an American invention or monopoly. We shall see that it is practically coeval and coextensive with the
human race. Yet in our own days and place it has taken on hues and shapes that differentiate it radically both from its remoter and its nearer
ancestors, and it is assuming proportions that may yet put its European prototypes completely in the shade. In its American dress, it has
crossed both the Atlantic and the Pacific, and is making a successful bid for world supremacy in its chosen field. Under these circumstances, an
inquiry into the origin, the underlying principles, and the methods of these movements must prove of interest, even if, from a religious point of
view, they are not of sufficient moment to claim attention. Such an investigation is no longer a pioneer work....
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