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The story with them was they were all in the same vehicle, crashed the car into a bridge abutment, they were brought to the emer-gency
department at Maine Medical Center. One of them had a fractured leg. It was a fairly high energy accident, so that the po-tential for severe
injuries was great. They were lethargic; they had all been at a party. In talking with them, they had received their high-dose methadone at the
clinic that morning, had taken a take-home dose either between two of them or all three of them - it was not clear to me whether two of them
or all three of them - but they ingested their methadone in the parking lot, partied for an indeterminate amount of time and decided to drive
home on the Maine Turnpike and then ultimately crashed the car. So | would indicate to you that the threatis not only to those who are using
and abusing as we have seen before, methadone abuse, prescription drug abuse as you indicated, that then leads to other drugs in the
narcotics, including heroin and methadone, and that threat is not only for those patients but also for those of us driving down the roads and
working in those environments. The numbers currently support that for the year 2002 there is one life threatening overdose in the State of Maine
from narcotics treated by emergency medical services every day. In the City of Portland that translates into one...
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