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Paul Dry Books, Inc, United States, 2000. Paperback. Condition: New. Paul Dry Books. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Finalist for the
National Book Award and the PEN/Faulkner Award This small novel works like a laser beam, penetrating  the American experience with searing
and concentrated intensity. --Los Ang eles Times The Tree of Life is one of the most powerful, orig inal, and disturbing  books that I have read in
a long  time. Hug h Nissenson has caug ht the voice of the old-time diary keeper just exactly. It s uncanny, marvelous, so direct and deceptively
simple that you know what pains he has taken.The book is a work of art and no one who reads it will ever forg et it. --David McCulloug h It is a
tale more moving  and haunting  than one thinks it can possibly be. --The Villag e Voice The year is 1811. Having  suEered a loss of faith, Thomas
Keene, Cong reg ational minister from New Eng land, abandons the East and moves to Richland County on the Ohio frontier. The Tree of Life is
Keene s journal: stories and jotting s appear along side accounting  entries and poems, coarse jokes and sermons, woodcuts and maps. In this
Waste Book, Keene conveys his long ing  for a young  widow, his fascination with John Chapman (Johnny Appleseed), and his resolve in the
face of the g rowing  enmity between his fellow settlers and the Delaware Indians. The Tree of Life reveals a man of intellect and passion as he
confronts the raw country. The juxtaposition of horror and information perfectly captures the g enius of this imag ined diary.Scarcely a word is
wasted. Hardly an aspect of the strug g le to found a new civilization remains untouched. The Tree of Life dramatizes, sometimes with almost
unbearable intensity, the American dream and its attendant nig htmare. --Time Mag azine [The Tree of Life] confronts us...
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