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Xlibris Corporation. Hardcover. Condition: New. 356 pag es. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.3in. x 1.2in.The baseball term, snake jazz, refers to those
squig g ly pitches (curve, slider, screwball, etc. ) that deviate from a direct path on their way to the catcher. This could also describe the strang e
and sometimes amusing  twists in Dave Baldwins prog ress on his way to the big  leag ues. As a skinny, awkward kid in the 1940s, Dave learned
to throw under the searing  Arizona sun amidst cacti and snakes. Despite that modest beg inning , his father convinced him that success would
come with focused hard work. His dads encourag ement enabled him to become one of the most hig hly soug ht-aIer pitching  prospects in the
nation as a teenag er. Scouts and sportswriters said he was a natural, another Bob Feller. He beg an to see his ability as a g iI. Scouts had a
favorite mantra - We can teach a kid to throw a curve, but he has to be born with a fastball. Upon hearing  this oIen from the experts, Dave lost
the idea of self-development his father had instilled. If baseball skill is g enetic, theres nothing  to be done. Either the kid has the g enes or he
doesnt. This philosophy seemed to work well enoug h until one day during  his sophomore year at the University of Arizona he threw a curveball
that severely damag ed his arm. All that natural ability went out the window. This would have ended his career before it beg an except he
couldnt see life continuing  without baseball. Thus, he started a desperate eig ht year strug g le that culminated in his transformation into an
unorthodox but successful major leag ue pitcher - the drastic chang es in his throwing  style inspired by insig hts g ained from his study of
ecolog ical g enetics and advice he received from Max Surkont, an ag ing  pitcher...
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