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area s history. Southampton s docks, located on Southampton Water to the north-west, had become the country s larg est civilian port by the
mid-twentieth century. Just north-east across the stretch of water called Spithead is the island city of Portsmouth with its ideal natural harbour.
This was an internationally important port for over three hundred years, while the whole area has been places of naval sig nificance on the
world stag e for even long er. From when Queen Victoria boug ht Osborne House in 1845 and had it remodelled as an Italianate mansion the Isle
of Wig ht became a hub of Victorian society. The Poet Laureate Alfred Lord Tennyson lived at Freshwater, while Charles Swinburne g rew up at
Bonchurch, a place where Charles Dickens vacationed. Charles Darwin beg an his Orig in of Species here, and Karl Marx came to restore his
health; it was the expanding  rail network that broug ht them there. Mark Bardell explores the Isle of Wig ht and Portsmouth and the surrounding
maritime landscapes, revealing  unexpected historical and literary associations. MARITIME LEGACY: seaside resorts and piers; Queen Victoria s
bathing  machine; tourism, festivals and Cowes Week; the Titanic and Queen Mary. URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE: military and naval
imperatives; Portsmouth Dockyard and the Solent forts; lig hthouses and fortifications; Victorian mansions and the first g arden suburb in
Southsea. WRITERS AND ARTISTS: Portsmouth and Rudyard Kipling , H. G. Wells and Arthur Conan Doyle; the Isle of...
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