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University of Massachusetts Press, United States, 2004. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Despite her
strong  associations with Massachusetts - her upbring ing  in Roxbury, her lifelong  connection with Martha s Vineyard, and two novels
documenting  the Great Mig ration and the rise and decline of Boston s African American community - Dorothy West (1907-1998) is perhaps best
known as a member of the Harlem Renaissance. Between 1927 and 1947, West and her cousin, the poet Helen Johnson, lived in New York City,
where West attended Columbia University, worked as a welfare investig ator, wrote for the WPA, traveled to Russia, and established a literary
mag azine for young  black writers. During  these years, West and Johnson knew virtually everyone in New York s artistic, intellectual, and
political circles. Their friends included Lang ston Hug hes, Zora Neale Hurston, Carl Van Vechten, Richard Wrig ht, Arna Bontemps, Claude
McKay, and many others. West moved easily between the bohemian milieu of her artistic soul mates and the respectable bourg eois soirees of
prominent social and political fig ures. In this book, Professors Mitchell and Davis provide a carefully researched profile of West and her circle
that serves as an introduction to a well edited, representative collection of her out of print, little known, or unpublished writing s,
supplemented by many family photog raphs. The editors document West s womanist upbring ing  and her relationships with her mother, Rachel
Benson West, and other strong -minded women, including  her long time companion, Marian Minus. The volume includes examples of West s
probing  social criticism in the form of WPA essays and stories, as well as her interviews with southern mig rants. A centerpiece of the book is her
unpublished novella, Where the Wild Grape Grows, which explores with g race and g entle irony the complex relationship of three retired women
living  on Martha s Vineyard....
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