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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 48 pages. Dimensions: 10.0in. x
7.0in. x 0.1in.On July 29, 1972 Air Force F-4s and North Vietnamese MiG-21s engaged fifty miles northeast of Hanoi. The F-4s shot down two MiGs,
and the MiGs shot down an F-4 whose callsign was Trigger 4 (the fourth F-4 in a flight of four). Such is the historical record, but some pilots
thought the record was wrong. They suspected that only one MiG fell, and that the second kill was really Trigger 4, a victim of fratricide
perpetrated by Cadillac 1, the lead F-4 of another flight of four on a MiG sweep out of Udom, Thailand. Fortunately, the two-man crew of Trigger
4 survived the shootdown and several months of imprisonment in Hanoi. In the mid-1990s, an Air Force Reserve colonel conducted research
on Trigger 4s loss. His skill and persistence permitted him to gather an impressive body of data on this one engagement. He reached a
preliminary conclusion that it was highly probable Trigger 4 had been a victim of fratricide. Yet, he knew his conclusion was based on
circumstantial evidence; he had no smoking gun. In 2000, the pilot of Trigger 4, who was aware of the Air University researchers findings, wrote
to the Air Force Chief of Staff and asked that the matter be investigated fully. In response the Chief of Staff directed a team of experts to
reconstruct the air battle of July 29, 1972 to determine the facts surrounding Trigger 4s shootdown. He also appointed a non-partisan senior
mentor to monitor the teams thoroughness and methodology. The Project Trigger team began work in the Checkmate division of the
operations directorate. They built upon the foundation provided by the Air University researcher. Even though this air-to-air...
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