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Branch Western Canada has assumed during recent years a position of primary importance in the eyes of the great oil producers of America
and Europe as a possible field for future production on a large scale. Resources associated in this connection include crude petroleum, natural
gas, coal and bituminous sands, all of which are known to exist, in greater or lesser quantities, throughout this territory. Recent discoveries
indicate that the greatest oil fields of the world may be found in Canada s far northlands. Geologists and practical oil men have agreed that
the indications of crude oil in commercial quantities are of sufficient importance to warrant an extensive program of systematic prospecting
and developing. Such work is already well under way; preliminary results are believed to be very encouraging and increased activity in this
connection is assured. It is not improbable that Western Canada will shortly take a rank with the greatest oil producing countries of the world.
Natural gas has been discovered at innumerable points throughout this immense area. Some of the more productive fields have been
commercially exploited while others are awaiting a market that the development of the surrounding country will create. Examples of these
opposite conditions are to be seen, for instance, at Medicine Hat, in southern Alberta, and at Pelican rapids, on Athabaska river, in the
northern part of the same province. At the former place the utilization of great gas fields has resulted in the development of an industrial centre
of great commercial importance to the development of the West. The reverse condition...
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