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University Press of the Pacific. Paperback. Condition: New. 684 pag es. Dimensions: 8.9in. x 6.0in. x 1.8in.This volume, the third in a series of
historical case studies of important air power missions, addresses the most controversial (and arg uably most sig nificant) air power mission of
all--strateg ic bombardment. The ability of aircraE and missiles to destroy or disrupt an enemys war-making  potential and to break or weaken
his will to resist, independent of the actions of g round and naval forces, has served as the central theme of air power theory and as the rallying
point of air advocates, who made it the raison dLtre for independent air forces. Written by well-known military historians, each chapter stands
alone as a case study of an important stag e in strateg ic air operations; combined, the chapters provide a comprehensive and insig htful
analysis of the theory and practice of strateg ic bombardment from its inception in World War I throug h the Gulf War of 1991. From Boom
Trenchard and Billy Mitchell to John Warden and Charles Horner, the vision of air power prophets and airmen is tested ag ainst the reality of
bureaucratic inertia, aircraE capability, technolog ical advances, and bombing  accuracy. Seldom in the twentieth century has technolog y fully
met the demands of air power theory. Yet in each era a practitioner of the art appears, such as Harris, Spaatz, LeMay, or Horner, who in some
measure modifies prevailing  doctrine and stretches the paradig m of his time and circumstances to achieve extraordinary results. Technolog y,
of course, is the prime determinant of doctrine and operations. This exceptional volume surveys the entire history of strateg ic bombardment
and its technolog y, from the Zeppelin and Gotha of the Great War to the F-117 and the penetrating  precision g uided bomb of the Gulf War. The
reader will find technolog ical advances--such as radar bombing  and rang e-extending ...
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