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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Until the modern period the
integ ration of church (or other relig ion) and state (or political life) had been taken for g ranted. The political order was always tied to an oAicial
relig ion in Christian Europe, pre-Christian Europe, and in the Arabic world. But from the eig hteenth century onwards, some European states
beg an to set up their political order on a diAerent basis. Not relig ion, but the rule of law throug h non-relig ious values embedded in
constitutions became the foundation of some states - a movement we now call secularism. In others, a de facto secularism emerg ed as
political values and civil and criminal law altered their professed foundation from a shared relig ion to a non-relig ious basis. Today secularism
is an increasing ly hot topic in public, political, and relig ious debate across the g lobe. It is embodied in the conflict between secular republics -
from the US to India - and the challeng es they face from resurg ent relig ious identity politics; in the challeng es faced by relig ious states like
those of the Arab world from insurg ent secularists; and in states like China where calls for freedom of belief are challeng ing  a state imposed
non-relig ious worldview. In this short introduction Andrew Copson tells the story of secularism, taking  in momentous episodes in world
history, such as the g reat transition of Europe from relig ious orthodoxy to pluralism, the g lobal strug g le for human rig hts and democracy, and
the orig ins of modernity. He also considers the role of secularism when eng ag ing  with some of the most contentious political and leg al issues
of our time: blasphemy , apostasy , relig ious persecution, relig ious discrimination, relig ious schools, and freedom of belief and thoug ht in a
divided world.
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