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By Melissa Mohr

Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Holy Sh*t: A Brief History
of Swearing , Melissa Mohr, Almost everyone swears, or worries about not swearing , from the
two year-old who has just discovered the power of potty mouth to the g randma who wonders
why every other word she hears is obscene. Whether they express ang er or exhilaration, are
meant to insult or to commend, swear words perform a crucial role in lang uag e. But swearing  is
also a uniquely well-suited lens throug h which to look at history, offering  a fascinating  record of
what people care about on the deepest levels of a culture-what's divine, what's terrifying , and
what's taboo. Holy Sh*t tells the story of two kinds of swearing -obscenities and oaths-from
ancient Rome and the Bible to today. With humor and insig ht, Melissa Mohr takes readers on a
journey to discover how "swearing " has come to include both testifying  with your hand on the
Bible and calling  someone a *#$&!* when they cut you off on the hig hway. She explores
obscenities in ancient Rome-which were remarkably similar to our own-and unearths the history
of relig ious oaths in the Middle Ag es, when swearing  (or not swearing ) an oath was often a...
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R e vie ws  

Complete g uideline for publication fans. I am quite late in start reading  this one, but better then never. It is extremely diCicult to leave it before
concluding , once you beg in to read the book.
-- Lle we llyn Te rry    

The best book i actually g o throug h. It can be full of wisdom and knowledg e Once you beg in to read the book, it is extremely diCicult to leave it
before concluding .
-- P ro f. Gre g  He rz o g         
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