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***** Nineteenth-century readers were far more likely to know Edgar Allan Poe as tomahawk man, the writer of trenchant, acerbic literary
reviews, than for his ghoulish tales or mesmeric poems. When Poe became editor of the Southern Literary Messenger in Richmond, Virginia at
the age of 26, his lively reviews-not just of fiction, but also of medical books, almanacs, speeches, travel books, and other magazines-quickly
increased both the reputation and circulation of the magazine. And he went on to demonstrate this same effect in often-tempestuous stints at
magazines in Philadelphia and New York. Drawing from the nearly one thousand essays, articles, reviews, columns, and critical notices

published during Poe s 14 years of writing to (and sometimes missing) deadline, Essays and Reviews is the most complete one-volume
edition of his nonfiction work ever published. Included in this Library of America collection are Poe s reviews and candid opinions of the
leading literary figures of his day, including: Charles Dickens: The author possesses nearly every desirable quality in a writer of fiction, and has
withal a thousand negative virtues. Elizabeth Barrett Browning: The accident of having been long secluded by ill health from the world has
effected in her behalf. .. a happy audacity of thought and expression never before known in one of her sex. Nathaniel Hawthorne: The style of
Mr. Hawthorme is purity itself His tone is singularly effective-wild, plaintive, thoughtful, and in full accordance with his themes. We have only to
object that there is insufficient diversity in these themes. Ralph Waldo Emerson: When | consider the true talent-the real force of Mr. Emerson, |
am lostin amazement at finding in him little more...
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