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Revelation: A Novel of Five Years Time had wroug ht chang es, the unknown future held many more; but no chang e had ever altered the face of
the fluttering  crowd. It is true that all had passed out in their turn - with their g eneration: the newsboys, the filles de joie, the commonplace
ones, the strang e-looking  men. Many had passed out before their turn: nobody knew; nobody cared. Individuality does not count here. It is
suEicient that the crowd remains, that the wing ed archer poised above his fountains in the heart of Piccadilly Circus remarks no pause in the
ebb and flow, no dimming  of his brilliant halo, no foreboding  of an impending  judg ment upon humanity. Two young  men attired for the
evening  were strolling  from the direction of the Empire Music Hall towards Piccadilly. They were due to meet a party of friends at a ball at 11.15
precisely; and were late. Not that it mattered to be late for a ball; the friends would probably be late, too. It was altog ether fashionable to be
late; it was fatal to be punctual. At the portals of the g reat Hotel Astoria, in the heart of Piccadilly, a long  line of motor-cars disclosed
successive pairs of lamps stretching  down that thoroug hfare towards Hyde Park Corner. Each, as it drove up, discharg ed its four, five, or six
occupants, and, amid the exhortations of enormous uniformed porters and policemen, passed on. The two young  men pushed throug h a
circular moving  doorway into a brilliantly lig hted foyer, mirrored almost the whole way round and leading  to a larg e, less brilliantly lig hted
winter-g arden or palm court, beyond which steps led up to a kind of dais...
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