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*****.This is a history of the early orig ins of Islam, beg inning  with Muhammad and tracing  the rapid expansion of the relig ion in the g enerations
aCer. From the preface: THE present work lays claim to no hig her character than that of a compilation. This indeed must necessarily be the
character of any work attempted at this day upon the same subject. All the accessible facts in the life and fortunes of the Arabian prophet have
long  since been g iven to the world. New theories and speculations, moral and philosophical, founded upon these facts, and many of them
richly deserving  attention, are frequently propounded to the reflecting , but they add little or nothing  to the amount of our information. All
therefore that can now be expected is such a selection and arrang ement of the leading  particulars of his history, as shall convey to the Eng lish
reader, in a correct and concentrated form, those details which are otherwise diEused throug h a g reat number of rare books, in diEerent
lang uag es. Prideaux a century since wrote a similar volume; but besides the ag e of this work, it is disfig ured with prejudices g reatly
diminishing  its value. Most of the histories of Arabia also, and of Mahometanism, both in our own and in foreig n lang uag es, include sketches
of the prophet s life and proceeding s, conveying  much valuable information; but, as it will be instantly seen, they must g enerally be too brief
and rapid to aEord more than a summary of his chief proceeding s. In the following  work, brevity has been as much studied as is consistent
with a correct and full exhibition of the subject of a memoir; and as no life of Mahomet can...
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