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Tth, 1880 On the proscenium of the stage hung the colors of the regiment, tattered and torn by storms and rebel bullets, and they were a most
forcible reminder of the trials and vicissitudes through which the brave men of the Old Twelfth passed while fighting the battles of the union. In
a recess in the scene at the back of the stage, was a large picture of General Grant, with a flag hanging on each side. On one side of the hall,
near the stage, hung a picture of President Lincoln, and under it the words, A government of the people, for the people and by the people. On
the opposite wall was another picture of General Grant, and under it the words, Let us have peace. In another place, surrounded by
evergreens, hung a list of some of the battles participated in by the 12th Regiment. The battles named were Fort Donelson, Nashville, Spanish
Fort, Vicksburg and Tupelo. The session opened Tuesday afternoon with music by the Manchester Cornet Band, after which Col. Knee, who
was booked for an address, introduced Col. J. J. Woods, the first commander of the regiment, saying that at that time it would be an insult to
ask those present to listen to any other man. Col. Woods spoke in substance as follows: My Fellow Soldiers of the 12th lowa: - 1 do not appear
before you to perform any duty, or fill any place assigned me by your committee; but with great reluctance, and at the eamest...
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