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Print on Demand *****. The current state of people exiting  relig ious institutions in America are increasing  at alarming  rates. Chang e and
Innovation may be the key to cong reg ational sustainability and g rowth. A willing ness to challeng e the status quo and to retain and g row
cong reg ational membership with new and diverse worship methodolog ies is becoming  the norm for survival for many cong reg ations. The
continual dang er confronting  relig ious institutions is irrelevancy. Cong reg ations are g oing  throug h a renaissance of chang e in oKering  various
types of worship experiences and options for their various member and stakeholder g roups. Many cong reg ations are at the crossroads of
chang e and are witnessing  a mass exodus of many members who are becoming  less satisfied that their corporate worship experiences are
meeting  their 21st Century lifestyle needs. In a rapidly chang ing  world thriving  cong reg ations tend to chang e and innovate themselves, as
opposed to, strug g ling  cong reg ations who fear chang e and have diKiculty in revising  their overall operations and membership oKering s. Many
prog ressive cong reg ations are redefining  their vision, mission, community involvement and cong reg ational oKering s. Prog ressive
cong reg ations are becoming  more inclusive in the process of g rowing  spiritual vitality among  current and new members and identifying  21st
Century lifestyle oKering s to attract prospective members. A wiliness to challeng e the status quo and to attract new members with diverse
worship, leadership and community opportunities appear to be showing  some sig ns of g rowing  cong reg ations. Cong reg ational leaders need
not choose between tradition and innovation. A new way of thinking  alig ns these two tog ether and provides ong oing  vitality and g rowth
within relig ious institutions. Cong reg ational leadership is the most important aspect for institutional creativity and innovation. No
cong reg ation can transform or renew itself unless the leaders put the process in motion and sustain...
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