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University Press of Kansas, United States, 2014. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Serg ei Bondarchuk s War and
Peace, one of the world s g reatest film epics, orig inated as a consequence of the Cold War. Conceived as a response to King  Vidor s War and
Peace, Bondarchuk s surpassed that film in every way, g iving  the USSR one small victory in the cultural Cold War for hearts and minds. This
book, taking  up Bondarchuk s masterpiece as a Cold War film, an epic, a literary adaptation, a historical drama, and a rival to Vidor s
Hollywood version, recovers--and expands--a lost chapter in the cultural and political history of the twentieth century. Like many g reat works of
literature, Tolstoy s epic tale proved a major challeng e to filmmakers. AFer several early eGorts to capture the story s g randeur, it was not until
1956 that King  Vidor dared to bring  War and Peace to the big  screen. American critics were lukewarm about the film, but it was shown in the
Soviet Union to popular acclaim. This book tells the story of how the Soviet g overnment, military, and culture ministry--all eag er to reclaim this
Russian masterpiece from their Cold War enemies--pulled tog ether to make Bondarchuk s War and Peace possible. Bondarchuk, an actor who
had directed only one film, was an unlikely choice for director, and yet he produced one of the g reat works of Soviet cinema, a worthy
homag e to Tolstoy s masterpiece--an achievement only sweetened when Russia s Cold War adversary recog nized it with the Academy Award
s Oscar for Best Foreig n Lang uag e Film of 1968. Denise Young blood examines the film as an epic (and at seven hours long , released in four
parts, at a cost of nearly $700,000,000 in today s dollars, it was certainly that), a...
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