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American Woman Writers, 6 entries in the bibliog raphy, lang uag e: Eng lish, abstract: 1. Introduction Althoug h coldness dominates the month of
February, the lig ht lasts long er and becomes brig hter each day. One draws hope because soon, the clanking  frost will be melting . In nature the
first plants budg e pertly and the urg e for action and the will for renewal become noticeable. At this time of the year when the sun enters the
sig n of Aquarius, Kate Chopin saw the lig ht of day. Forty-nine years later, in 1899, her novel The Awakening  is published. The book, in which the
protag onist Edna Pontellier rebels ag ainst the social conventions of the Victorian society whereby women were solely seen as property of their
husbands and mothers of their children, causes outrag e among  the g reat majority of readers and critics in America. By challeng ing  g ender
roles, Kate Chopin had entered virg in soil on a matter that was simple not to be questioned in Victorian society with its fixed rules. Edna
Pontellier becomes an outsider by strug g ling  to achieve independence, freedom and individuality for herself and her life. Chopin herself, not
only by writing  a novel like The Awakening , stood in many ways apart from the crowd, too. Her habits, point of views and appearance were
unique and oHen provocative. Rebellion, independence and the pursuit of individuality are not only the central themes in The Awakening  and
in Kate Chopin s life but also the central motives assig ned to the archetype of the Aquarius, the water carrier. This term paper aims at providing
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