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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 203 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Nudity in relig ious art had been virtually all shameful for the first 1400 years of Christianity-sinners burning  in Hell, Adam and Eve aCer The
Fall. But in the early Italian Renaissance, the nude human body can be found with dig nity and beauty even in relig ious art. How were centuries
of relig ious beliefs and traditions overcome? Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn explores this question. It focuses on a detailed study of the
first freestanding  nude statue since antiquity, Donatello s puzzling  bronze David. In the popular mind this statue has long  been simply the
Biblical David standing  on the head of Goliath, but experts have found it to be in fact quite mysterious in its details and it has never made
sense simply as the slaying  of Goliath. It is arg ued here however that mysterious details of the statue do make g ood sense in a historical
intellectual context that has now become better understood. The g eneral context was an eGort in Italian Christian intellectual circles (loosely,
the Humanist Zeitg eist) to recover a pure spirituality, unadulterated by the dog mas and politics of the then oppressive Roman Church.
Intellectual Christians scoured ancient philosophical, mag ical, and mytholog ical texts for possible insig hts into universal and authentic
spiritual truths that they felt had been suppressed and denied them by theocrats. Northern European Protestants had much the same
complaints with Roman dog ma but took their resentments in very different directions with the Reformation. Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn
examines the details of David in the context of modern reading s of spiritual trends in 15th century Neo-Platonism, Hermeticism, Kabbalah,
spiritual alchemy, mytholog ical alleg ory, mag ic, and numerolog y. These were once dismissed as esoteric or occult, superstitious beliefs....
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