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Demand ***** Excerpt from History of Philosophy, Vol. 1 The History of Philosophy as a Historical Science The history of philosophy is both a
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thought bequeathed by the philosophers of the past and of the present. For this reason it provides us with whatever is known of their lives,
their works, and their systems. In so doing it not only portrays what once actually existed but also, by developing the notions and the
thoughts that have been or are current, seeks to make accessible to us a knowledge of this rich heritage. This is accomplished by examining
the origins of both the men and their works, by placing them in their proper relation to greater spheres of thought, by correlating them with
other contributions and with the all-pervading spiritual and cultural currents among peoples of various eras, and finally by unfolding for us the
fundamental suppositions and the ultimate assumptions from which the concepts, the problems, and the teachings of philosophy have
originally sprung as from a matrix. Should the history of philosophy attempt to present things as they were in reality, it would by that very fact
determine for itself a definite method: on the one hand, a continuous use of sources; and, on the other, a demand for objectivity or freedom
from bias. The use of sources is a special achievement of the modern science of history. Antiquity and the Middle Ages had to be content with
only seconder third-hand reports. Today, however, we not only consult the sources but we also...
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