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LAND REVENUE ADMINIST RAT ION UNDER T HE MUGHALS (17 00-17 50)    

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1989. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 15 X 23. The Mug hal Empire or the g reat Mug hals
always evoked stock imag es of splendour, and scores of authors wrote volumes on it. But only a dedicated few like Dr. Noman Ahmad Siddiqi
took enormous pains to analyse and interpret the infrastructure of the Mug hal Empire-the contemporary land administration and ag rarian
institutions. In this book, Dr. Siddiqi probes into the conflicting , but not mutually exclusive, rig hts and interests involved in the land-holding s
under the Mug hals, With clarity and understanding , he analyses the administrative practices of the Mug hals. Referring  to a mass of patiently
collated data, Dr. Siddiqi shows how the Mug hal administration soug ht to lessen or resolve the contradictions inherent in the land-revenue
system. The stability of the Mug hal g overnment, the oriental extravag anza of power and the mag nificence of the successive emperors, all, Dr.
Siddiqi holds, rested on the success of ag rarian administration-the base of the many-splendoured Mug hals. This well-documented study
delineates the decline of the Mug hal opulence that came in the wake of a breakdown in the land administration. The overwhelming  increase in
the number of jag irdars, who claimed shares in the surplus produce, accelerated the pace of disinteg ration. Dr. Siddiqi's treatment of the
working  of the institutions of the zamindari, revenue-assig nments and revenue-free-g rants is characterised by the unyielding  objectivity of a
trained historian. His exposition of the social and economic role of the zamindars and madad-maash holders is a valuable contribution to our
understanding  of the land-relationship in the Mug hal empire.
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