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***** From the beginning of the first chapter: | purpose to give some account ofthe books relating to National Music which have been published
in different countries. Before entering upon this subject, | venture to submit to the consideration of the intelligent musician a few introductory
remarks, which may perhaps be of assistance to him in his perusal of the following survey, in case he should not previously have given
particular attention to National Music as a science. Indeed, there is reason to surmise that the subject is rather new to many musicians; at all
events, the present essay cannot claim to supply a long-felt want in literature. Still, whoever has obtained some insight into the rich treasures
of popular songs and tunes, which have been hitherto but little explored, will probably be convinced that the study of National Music is sure to
become gradually more appreciated by the earnest promoters of the art. As regards the term National Music, it must be remembered that,
taken in its widest sense, it designates any music which, being composed in the peculiar taste of the nation to which it appertains, appeals
more powerfully than other music to the feelings of that nation, and is consequently pre-eminently cultivated in a certain country. In this sense,
Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven may be regarded as representatives of German National Music; Rossini, Bellini, and Donizetti of Italian National
Music; Auber, Boieldieu, and Herold of French National Music. However, distinguished composers have developed their style in great measure

by studying the works of previous masters of different countries. The peculiar characteristics of the music of the nation are therefore more
strongly exhibited in the popular...
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