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Republican period from the 5th-3rd century B.C., but it s still unclear where these combats first appeared. Credit has been g iven to both the
Etruscans in northern Italy and the Campanians in southern Italy, thoug h the first recorded g ladiatorial combat occurred in the 3rd century B.C.
at the funeral of D. Junius Brutus Pera. His sons org anized a combat between three diFerent pairs of g ladiators who foug ht at their father s
g rave, but exactly what these first g ladiatorial combats were supposed to represent remains unclear. Some believe that the spilling  of human
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