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By Terry Castle

Stanford University Press, United States, 1987. Paperback. Condition: New. Second. Lang uag e:
Eng lish . Brand New Book. Public masquerades were a popular and controversial form of urban
entertainment in Eng land for most of the eig hteenth century. They were held reg ularly in London
and attended by hundreds, sometimes thousands, of people from all ranks of society who
delig hted in disg uising  themselves in fanciful costumes and masks and moving  throug h crowds
of strang ers. The authors shows how the masquerade played a subversive role in the
eig hteenth-century imag ination, and that it was persistently associated with the crossing  of
class and sexual boundaries, sexual freedom, the overthrow of decorum, and urban corruption.
Authorities clearly saw it as a profound challeng e to social order and persistently soug ht to
suppress it. The book is in two parts. In the first, the author recreates the historical phenomenon
of the Eng lish masquerade: the makeup of the crowds, the symbolic lang uag e of costume, and
the various codes of verbal exchang e, g esture, and sexual behavior. The second part analyzes
contemporary literary representations of the masquerade, using  novels by Richardson, Fielding ,
Burney, and Inchbald to show how the masquerade in fiction reflected the disruptive power it
had in contemporary life. It also...
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R e vie ws  

These sorts of pdf is the g reatest pdf available. It really is writter in simple words and never di<icult to understand. I am just very easily could g et a
delig ht of studying  a written ebook.
-- Mr. Alle n C a s s in       

These types of publication is the best book available. it absolutely was writtern very completely and helpful. I am very happy to explain how here is the
g reatest book we have study within my individual existence and can be he g reatest publication for possibly.
-- Luca s  B ro wn     
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