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Church, in the Diocese of Georgia Brethren of the Clergy and Laity: We meet, to-day, under circumstances very unlike any which have ever
surrounded us since our connection as Bishop and people. Hitherto we have assembled as an Ecclesiastical Council, with no cares resting
upon our hearts save those which concerned the Church of Christ. To-day we feel most painfully, in addition to these, the sorrow which arises
from the severed ties of friendship and of country. Hitherto peace has ever smiled upon our meetings with her bright face of prosperity and
security. To-day the whole land is resounding with the preparation for war - war with those who, until a few months since, were our country
men and our brethren. Hitherto our Church has moved undisturbed through all the storms which have agitated the civil State. To-day a stern
necessity is laid upon us to examine relations which we fondly hoped would be indestructible. May God s Holy Spirit shed more abundantly
than ever upon us the spirit of wisdom and of understanding, and may we receive grace to put away from us all pride, prejudice, and passion,
and to consult together as the children of the God of Love and disciples of the Prince of Peace. As an ordinary rule, the Church of Christ has but
little to do with political events, and our own branch of that Church has most scrupulously avoided all entanglement with parties and their
unceasing conflicts. She has ever inculcated the Apostolic rule that the powers which be are ordained...
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