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ATRANDOM, United King dom, 2001. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. In Untruth,
Newsweek and Washing ton Post columnist Robert J. Samuelson explains why our political, economic and cultural debates so routinely traEic
in misinformation--popular fads that, like meteors, momentarily burn brig htly in public consciousness and then fizzle out. They are discredited
by time, experience and (occasionally) reason and log ic. The prevalence of dubious political and intellectual fashions, Samuelson arg ues,
stems from the triumph of problem-solving  politics. Advocacy g roups, politicians and their unwitting  allies in the media instinctively create
ag endas of problems that aElict society and must somehow be solved. The process of merchandising  these ideas inevitably results in
exag g eration and simplification. Samuelson calls this process untruth, because it is (usually) not the consequence of deliberate lies or even
conscious conspiracies. The result is the same: the public is misled about what is wrong  and how easily it can be made rig ht. Untruth collects
some of Samuelson s most enduring  assaults on the conventional wisdom. These include columns arg uing  that campaig n contributions have
not corrupted politics, that the service economy is not turning  America into a nation of hamburg er flippers, that political g ridlock is g ood (at
least better than the alternatives) and that the Internet isn t the most important invention since the printing  press.
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