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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A commentary
of the early and remarkable first epistle of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians uncovers the many teething troubles which were present in the
church which he had recently planted in Corinth. Arrogance had led to discord; sexual sin was being tolerated by the church; civil lawsuits had
sprung up between disgruntled believers; the spirit of idolatry which pervaded the city presented a number of ethical difficulties; the spiritual
gifts which God had meant for blessing were being wrongly emphasised and incorrectly used; and false teaching concerning the resurrection
threatened to bring down the faith of some. These and many other difficulties are dealt with in this letter. Throughout the epistle the godly
wisdom and pastoral balance of the apostle is clearly displayed. In the light of atmosphere of sexual temptation which surrounded the
believers, some were advocating complete abstinence- whereas Paul s, in an intensely practical discussion, recommends marriage as the
better option for the majority. Others, in the light of the abuse of spiritual gifts, may have thought an outright ban on the use of tongues in
public worship to be necessary; whereas Paul gives instructions which gender both freedom yet balance to the gifts, encouraging their correct
use. Before turning to any of these problems, however, Paul begins the epistle by thanking God for everything that He had done for the
believers, and for the evidence of God s presence and work among them. Despite the problems, they remained recipients of God s grace; they
were still the church of God, God s holy people, set apart for Him. In addition, Paul s closing remarks present a picture of a loving and kind
pastor, personally interested in each...
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