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Rutg ers University Press, United States, 2001. Paperback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The 1966 edition of the
medical textbook states that preg nant women can safely smoke half a pack of cig arettes a day. Yet today, women who smoke during
preg nancy are among  the most villified fig ures in public health campaig ns. Laury Oaks arg ues this shi@ is not due solely to medical finding s
indicating  that cig arette smoking  may harm the foetus. Also responsible are a variety of social factors that converg ed more than a decade ag o
to construct the demonized categ ory of the preg nant smoker . This book charts the emerg ence of smoking  during  preg nancy as a public
health concern and social problem. Oaks looks at the emphasis public health educators place on individual responsibility, the current leg al
and social assertion of foetal personhood, and the advent of antismoking  campaig ns. She explores how public health educators discuss the
problem with one another, how they communicate with preg nant smokers, and how these women themselves understand the risk of foetal
harm. Finally, Oaks discusses the various meaning s of objective statistics on the eBects of smoking  on the foetus, exploring  the sig nificance of
cultural context in assessing  the relative importance of those numbers. She arg ues that rather than bombarding  preg nant women with
statistics, health educators should consider the daily lives of these women and their socioeconomic status to understand why some women
choose to smoke during  preg nancy. Without downplaying  the seriousness of the health risks that smoking  poses to women and their babies,
the book supports new efforts that challeng e the moral policing  of preg nant smokers.
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