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***** An excerpt from the beginning of the first chapter: PER STEAMER HESPERIA. IT is a May day. If we did not take our weather on trust and
tradition, as we take so many things, we would certainly never find it out for ourselves. Dropping down on the dock, amid the shivering throng
of passengers, from some other planet, let us say, we might easily conclude we had alighted in the middle of March, so gusty, so bleak, so
chill is this May morning. The Cunard steamer will float away down the Mersey in something less than an hour, the little fussy, puffing tender is
already waiting for her passengers and luggage, and snorting fiercely, as though in fiery impatience to be off. There is the customary crowd,
cabmen haggling over fares, porters shouldering trunks and boxes, passengers hurrying wildly hither and thither, or mounting guard over
their belongings, shrill voices of women, deeper tones of men, . and now and then, in base growls, some of the strong words in which the
nobler sex are wont to relieve their manly minds. Overhead there is a dark, fast-drifting sky, that bodes anything but a pleasant first night on
the ocean, and outside there is an ominous short-chop, and little, wicked white caps breaking the turbid flow of the river. And all around, from
every quarter of the compass at once, there come sudden bleak blasts that chill to the marrow of your bones, and set you shivering and make
you wrap your great coat or waterproof about your shrinking form never so closely. Standing a little apart, if there be any apart in this madding
crowd, leaning easily against...
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