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Various speakers emphasized that Haitis nascent and fragile democracy remains at risk. If international involvement is to make a difference, it
must be appropriate to the countrys needs and capacities, and adequately, consistently, and carefully designed in concert with Haitian
involvement and a long-range vision. If the United States and the international community do not respond appropriately to the aspirations of
Haitian citizens for a legitimate, stable government, economic growth, and domestic security, there are likely to be major setbacks to the
consolidation of democracy, including a possible breakdown in public order. Ultimately, of course, Haitians have the primary responsibility for
their own destiny. Even if the United States and the interntional community respond effectively, it will be Haitians who will determine whether
that response takes root. Neither the United States nor the international community has the intellectual or political capability to fix Haiti. Even if
they provided all the necessary resources--plant all the trees, generate fullemployment, eliminate disease and hunger--none of this would last
without Haitian leadership and responsibility. The Discussion. During the ensuing discussion, one of the panelists asserted that the Clinton
administration, in its determination to declare U. S. policy a success, had politicized the Haiti issue. In the process, it had ignored very real
problems, particularly in the area of human rights abuses, and withheld information from Congress. The speaker said that the United States
should press the Haitian government to pursue the intellectual authors of the political killings that had occurred since the September 1994
intervention. In response, another panelist agreed that it...
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