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He admonishes all not to anticipate evil to come, but to fold their hands and close their eyes in quietude, ever mindful of the consolatory text,
suEicient unto the day is the evil thereof. But the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun, ) summoning  from the depths of his thoug htful
and powerful mind all its energ ies, and looking  abroad on the present condition of the Republic, is pained with fearful apprehension, doubt,
distrust, and dismay. To his vision, made strong  by a long  life of careful observation, made keen by a comprehensive view of past history, the
sky seems overcast with impending  storms, and the dark future is shrouded in impenetrable g loom. When two such minds thus diEer, those
less familiar with g reat subjects aEecting  the happiness of nations may well pause, before they rush to a conclusion on this, a subject which, in
all its bearing s, immediate and remote, aEects certainly the present prosperity, and probably the liberty, of two Republics, embracing  tog ether
nearly thirty millions of people. Mr. President, it is a fearful responsibility we have assumed eng ag ed in flag rant, desolating  war with a
neig hboring  Republic, to us, thirty millions of God s creatures look up for that moderated wisdom which, if possible, may stay the march of
misery and restore to them, if it may be so, mutual feeling  of g ood will, with all the best blessing s of peace. I sincerely wish it were in my power
to cherish those placid convictions of security which have settled upon the mind of...
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