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*****This is a narrative drawn from the era of the Southeast Asian conflict, detailing a unique event in that lengthy struggle. The event was

called LINEBACKER I, a nickname like thousands of others, used to identify an operation, project, or mission associated with military affairs. It
so differed from the many others, however, in its execution and outcome, that it stands alone. For the first time in contemporary warfare,
heavy jet bombers were employed in their designed role to conduct extended strategic operations against the warmaking capacity of a
hostile nation. This monograph tells part of the story of Strategic Air Command s participation in LINEBACKER Il. In so doing, it addresses the
efforts of a complex mixture of Air Force and sister service operations, with all services working in concert towards a common goal. Rather
than develop a complete chronology or blow-by-blow account, which are matters of record in other works, the campaign is pursued more
from the personal perspective. Herein is described the impact of LINEBACKER Il on those in command, plus those in operations, maintenance
and support who undergirded the effort, and the crewmembers. The narrative tells how they successfully met a staggering challenge. There
was no book to follow. In only eleven days of intense combat operations they wrote their own book as they supported and flew the missions.
That book revealed an across-the-board ability to radically change complex procedures and tactics on short notice, and a commensurate
ability of aircrew and support personnel to execute them to near perfection. In reviewing their story we find insight as to why the nation and the
military need this caliber of people, who stepped forward when...
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